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THE SCHOOL OF LAW CORDIALLY INVITES YOU  
TO THE COLLOQUIUM: CHILDREN AT THE HEART OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
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2019

Time: 8h30 to 1730
Venue: School of Law I Howard College Campus I UKZN

RSVP Essential: CLICK HERE

By no later than Monday,  18 November 2019 

For more information on the Colloquium CLICK HERE

THE NAVI PILLAY RESEARCH GROUP (NPRG) 
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE CHILDREN’S 
RIGHTS RESEARCH INTEREST GROUP (CRRIG) 
AT THE SCHOOL OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF 
KWAZULU-NATAL INVITES YOU TO A ONE DAY 
COLLOQUIUM ON THE THEME CHILDREN AT THE 
HEART OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. Mary O Gorman

The School of Law’s expertise in children’s rights has been honed over twenty years in its Child Care and 
Protection LLM and Master’s programme and targeted research. The NPRG and CRRIG, comprised of 
academics from the School of Law, seeks to address critical emergent issues of race, class, gender and 
disability in post-Apartheid South Africa through research, law and policy reform. We recognise the need for 
deep engagement with a number of current social justice issues facing children, particularly in the province 
of KwaZulu-Natal, but also nationally, at the regional level and globally. 

The colloquium’s programme showcases applied research on accessibility and procedural accommodation 
in the Children’s Courts for children with disabilities, cyber safety and protection of personal data of children, 
child marriage implications, admissibility of children’s evidence in courts, interventions in care, residency 
and contact disputes, parental corporal punishment, social cohesion in relation to refugee children and 
protection from violence.

The Keynote Speaker is Advocate Mary Catherine O’Gorman of the Family Advocate’s Office, KwaZulu-Natal. 
Advocate O’Gorman has been with this office since 1992. She holds a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws 
from the University of Natal, Durban and a Master of Laws from the University of South Africa. A lawyer 
with experience in family law, she leads the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial office. She has extensive experience 
in training both social workers and members of the legal profession in South Africa and abroad. Advocate 
O’Gorman is a member of the Rules Board of South Africa’s Task Team to draft Rules for the Children’s Court. 

The recent efforts and debates on the reform of the Children’s Act in relation to adoption and foster care is 
evidence of the serious need to find practical and sustainable solutions for optimal family and alternative 
care of children. There is therefore a deep need for legal and empirical research that can assist in policy 
and law reform formulation on these issues, aside from litigious and advocacy options. Advocate O’Gorman 
will share with us her expertise on the drafting of the Rules and address some of the controversial aspects 
on alternative care. 

The colloquium is aimed primarily at professionals with a focus on pertinent aspects in child care work in 
KwaZulu-Natal province: academics, practitioners and civil society (NGOs) in child-related work, social work, 
education, psychology, criminal and civil justice and other related fields. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eUHnCzryihjURMJahStZJQ8_4Br0V5nvtVuT6bX-TJ8/.
https://law.ukzn.ac.za/navi-pillay-research-group/



